Some five months ago, I filled seven cavities in the labial surface in front incisors quite under the free margin of the gums for a lady who appeared well, and about thirty years old. She came because I used an obtunder for preparing the cavities. I got along pretty well with the operation and she seemed pleased. She paid the bill in part, which was $30, and left a balance for two months. At the end of the two months she paid half the balance and complained that some of the fillings were turning dark, and thought the gold was not pure. As the teeth were filled within two days. I told her the gold was the same in all the teeth, and enquired if she had been taking any medicine, and she told me "she had not" I told her that forty years ago, when we finished all fillings by burnishing, the fillings sometimes turned brown by the rubbing of the iron from the instrument, and I knew of nothing that would act in that way upon pure gold but iron and sulphur. She had taken nothing of the kind. As there was quite a number of cavities in the lower teeth to be filled that presented the same appearance of those that had been filled. I insisted that I thought she must have been taking some medicine that had turned the fillings, and perhaps was the original cause of the caries in her teeth. I afterward learned from a talk with her husband that she had been taking Fellow's Hypophosphite for more than three years.
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The medicine was taken for nervousness, and she had received great benefit from the medicine, but perhaps it had injured her teeth. The mineral substance of hypophosphite is manganese and iron; both substances are strong in coloring qualities, and manganese has been used in the coloring of the enamel of artificial teeth a dark brown, like that on the gold fillings. I 
